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2010 Annual Meeting and Field Trip Held at Wekiva Springs
The Society’s annual business meeting and field trip was held in Altamonte Springs on May 14th and 15th with
the newly elected officers and a small group of old and new SEGS members on hand. The focus of the
meeting was to introduce proposed changes to the SEGS constitution as we continue to revise and update
our society’s bylaws. This has not been done since 1984 and the old set of articles are severely outdated and
in need of revision. After a fine catered barbeque dinner and adequate cold beverages, the Executive
Committee and several members attending the meeting paid tribute to our Immediate Past President Tom
Jackson, who we lost at the end of 2009. We will continue to carry on the SEGS tradition in Tom’s memory.
The after‐dinner discussion focused on proposing changes to the SEGS constitution and other matters of
how the society may operate in the future. Many of the proposals are routine housekeeping matters, such
as the calendar for electing new officers and when to require dues payments. The types of society
memberships and dues amounts were also discussed, and are included in the proposed revisions and ballot
form. Most importantly, we deliberated on the prospect of formalizing the SEGS as a not‐for‐profit entity
with official tax exempt status, and what that might bring to the organization in the future. It’s a big step,
and we need to consider it more fully before acting.
A vote by our members with a two‐thirds approval is needed to accept or reject the proposed changes to
the constitution. We request that our members take on this responsibility by responding to the ballot
included with the newsletter. There will also be a detailed posting of information regarding the
constitutional revisions at our society website, www.segs.org. We encourage you to direct questions to the
Executive Committee regarding any of the proposed revisions, or if there are any other ideas for moving the
SEGS into the 21st Century.
(continued on next page)
Maps in Schools Project Gets a Push‐Start
We are finally off and running on the project to deliver
geologic maps to Florida science classrooms! Beginning with
generous seed money from the Gulf Coast Association of
Geological Societies (CGAGS) and maps donated by the U.S.
Geological Survey, our members and other organizations are
contributing time, materials and effort to mount and frame the
maps for use in geosciences education statewide and beyond.
Read more about inside on page 6 – it’s cool!
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2010 Annual meeting and Field Trip Summary (continued from page 1)
The field trip on Saturday morning began at Wekiwa Springs State Park where the group met at the head
spring area and briefly discussed the local geology related to the origin of groundwater discharge from the
Upper Floridan aquifer at Wekiwa and Rock Springs. Ongoing issues with water quality and ecological health
of the springs and spring runs are not unique to the Wekiva River, although a great amount of attention has
been focused on this particular spring group and springshed for many years. As the park and swimming area
filled up with visitors, the group launched canoes and proceeded out of the headspring area down the run. A
two‐hour paddle up Rock Springs Run and back to the park was followed by a casual lunch, after which we
regrouped and made our way to the Wolf Branch Sink property in neighboring Lake County. Access to the
preserve was facilitated by SEGS member Walter Wood. This is an impressive swallet feature located in the
active karst terrain west of Wekiva and Rock Springs, and it even has a small waterfall cutting down through
lower Hawthorn sediments to the well‐developed sink. This locality will definitely stay on the list of places to
visit for future SEGS field trips in peninsular Florida.

Canoeing Wekiwa‐Rock Springs runs

Wolf Branch flowing to Wolf Sink

Wolf Sink and the SEGS field crew
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SEGS Launches New Website ‐ with Same Familiar Web Address for the Society

New look for the SEGS on the World Wide Web!
Hopefully most of our members have visited the new and improved SEGS website by now (www.segs.org)
but if you haven’t, your Executive Committee urges you to do so. This will probably be the primary means of
communicating with our members in the future, and we hope to have fully functioning utilities for much of
the SEGS business, including membership renewals and online balloting for elections. We really need to take
advantage of the ability to connect with SEGS membership and the greater geological community through
the Internet, and this is the best way to do that, so please continue to visit the website and stay tuned in.
Special thanks are in order for the making of the SEGS website: first to Bruce Rodgers for originating and
faithfully maintaining the segs.org web domain for several years, if it weren’t for Bruce we would have had
to settle for a less concise website address, and we like the simple dot‐org address that surely would have
been grabbed up by some other organization; and secondly to our website creator and graphic artist, Anna
Janosik, who designed the homepage banner and selected the webpage software to build the site with.
Anna also modernized the iconic SEGS logo for the website, which will be used for other Society
publications, such as this newsletter, and on future field trip guidebooks. By the way, the rock outcrop
image background for the banner was obtained from the Florida Geological Survey’s online photo gallery,
and the classic sepia‐tone was preserved from the historical photograph of the Anastasia Formation in
southeastern Florida. It’s a great new look for our 66 year old organization!
‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐

Executive Committee Proposes Revisions to the SEGS Constitution
The SEGS officers for 2010 are working to update the Society’s constitution and have proposed new
language for nearly every article contained in the document. The SEGS constitution has not been updated or
revised since 1984 and the current manner in how the organization functions, from the current dues levels
to the ability to do business electronically, need to be included in the new language. The new language to
the society constitution will need to be considered and ratified by our active membership, so it is vital that
you respond to the effort and reply by returning the ballot form included with this newsletter mailing.
(continued on page 5)
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SEGS recognizes the life and accomplishments of acclaimed cave diver/videographer Wes Skiles
by Harley Means
The name Wes Skiles is synonymous with adventure. Every hydrogeologist in Florida should be familiar
with his work. Wes brought images to scientists showing us the vast expanses of tunnels in our aquifer –
places where most of us dared not to venture. An enthusiastic, charismatic explorer, Wes’ work led to many
new discoveries regarding underwater caves and helped further the understanding of the complex nature of
water flow within our karst environment. Much of the information Wes provided would have otherwise
gone unknown.
On July 21, 2010 Wes Skiles died in a tragic SCUBA diving accident off the southeast coast of Florida. He
was just 52 years old. When he died he was doing what he loved – recording the wonders of the underwater
world on video. As tragic a loss as this is the silver lining is that he left behind an amazing legacy for future
generations. Very few people in this world can boast that they lived life to the fullest and accomplished the
things that were important to them. Wes could have said that.
Some of Wes’ accomplishments include the exploration, documentation and mapping of numerous
underwater cave systems, particularly along the Suwannee River. Wes took thousands of underwater
photographs documenting the amazing underwater realm he loved so dearly. Wes was also the
videographer responsible for numerous educational videos, including the Water’s Journey series, and
worked extensively with the National Geographic Society. In fact, the August 2010 issue of National
Geographic Magazine highlights some of Wes’ work on Blue Holes in the Caribbean. Wes was also a staunch
supporter of springs protection and served on the Florida Springs Task Force. Wes was a true champion for
Florida’s treasured natural resources.
photo by H. Means, 2002

Wes Skiles and former FDEP Secretary David Struhs at Wakulla Spring talking to students about springs protection

Wes’ list of accolades is long, but his crowning achievement was his family. Wes left behind his wife,
Terri, and two children, Nate and Tess. Anyone that had the pleasure of meeting Wes soon heard about his
family. Wes delighted in telling stories about his kids and became as giddy as a schoolboy when speaking
about his wife. Wes, rightfully so, gave his family much of the credit for his success.
The Southeastern Geological Society consists primarily of geologists from Florida. Many of our field trips
were to places that Wes explored. It is appropriate for us to honor Wes’ numerous achievements for he was
a geologist at heart. Although Wes didn’t have degrees in geology he had what most geologists do not have
and that was a vast amount of experience. His observational skills and uncanny ability to capture images of
the natural world earned him a place in our profession. Wes, our geological community will miss you – we
appreciate all you did to help advance our understanding of Florida’s hydrogeology.
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SEGS Constitution Revisions Proposed (continued from page 3)
Among the proposed changes to the constitution, which if approved will go into effect at the start of the
2012 calendar year, are changes to the Society’s fiscal year, a small change in member classes that includes
a student category, and a modest increase in the membership dues that reflects the continuing cost of doing
business as a volunteer organization. We will also be working on ways to improve our membership benefits
to add value to your dues – we want our members to be satisfied with what the SEGS has to offer them!
Please take the time to look at the existing SEGS constitution, which is available on the Society website, and
compare it to the language that is being proposed in the attached draft constitution. Most importantly we
need to receive back from you the ballot included with the proposal indicating your approval or rejection of
the changes being considered. We cannot move forward with the constitution revisions without the consent
of our members. We are counting on our members to help us move the SEGS into the 21st Century together!
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The SEGS and FAPG‐AIPG: How do we differ, and how do we work together?
Many of us in the geological community are members of one or more of these institutions, but we might not
fully understand the differing functions of our geological organizations in Florida, the southeast, and
nationally. It is not possible, in this small section of the SEGS newsletter, to delve into much detail, so let’s
suffice to say that the SEGS and its members value the purpose and mission of the FAPG‐AIPG to advocate
for our profession. We need to be able to reciprocate in meaningful ways too, and how to do that hasn’t
always been clear, but an effort to establish this reciprocity resulted in several statements of intent that
became a formal Memorandum of Understanding executed by our two organizations in 2006. We all need to
work at keeping this well thought‐out MOU active, so please seek out more information at www.segs.org
and check out the FAPG‐AIPG website, http://fapg.aipg.org for their current events and news.
So, where the SEGS is a society that functions as a social forum for members who are either geologists or
have a mutual interest in the geosciences, both the FAPG and the AIPG are associations, who advocate on
many levels for its members and the profession of geology. Although the SEGS mission may sound advocacy
oriented, a distinction is the Society promotes the geological sciences, and is a vehicle for bringing people
together for educational meetings and field trips. As a society we continue to provide enjoyment in the
learning experience offered through exploring the science of geology and will work at doing this more in the
future with our colleagues at the FAPG‐AIPG .
SEGS Mission
To advance the science of geology for the membership and the communities of the membership, to encourage
the professional and social relationship of members and to provide a meeting for the presentation and
discussion of subjects of mutual interest. These ideals are placed into practice through regional meetings and
presentations, field trips to locations of geological interest and volunteer efforts by the membership in their local
communities, on behalf of the geological sciences.
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A laminated and framed print of the USGS geologic
map, “A Tapestry of Time and Terrain” was recently
presented to Lakeland High School. From left to
right: Ann Everett, Assistant Principal of Curriculum
and LHS Principal Tracy Collins, along with Tom
Jackson’s long‐time friends and SEGS members
Charles Cook and Joe Oros. Charles arranged the
map donation to LHS and Joe volunteered his
carpentry skills to frame the map for the
presentation, which was given to the school in
Tom’s memory.

The SEGS Begins Distribution in Florida for the Geologic Maps in Schools Project
We are happy to announce that the Geologic Maps in Schools Project, which has its roots in Texas with
Owen Hopkins and the Corpus Christi Geological Society (www.ccgeo.org), is now up and running in Florida
with the generous support of the Gulf Coast Association of Geological Societies. The GCAGS granted the
SEGS start‐up funding to acquire the maps and help defray the costs for framing the colorful geologic map of
the lower 48 U.S. states. With other kind contributions, most notably from Ann Tihanski with the U.S.
Geological Survey, who was able to provide us with a bundle of the maps (thanks Ann!), and the framing of
several maps was completed by Joe Oros of the Southwest Florida Water Management District. Joe is a
former coworker and colleague of our departed 2009 SEGS President, Tom Jackson, and with the diligent
efforts of one of Tom’s closest friends, Charles Cook, together they presented a map to Toms’ hometown
high school in Lakeland Florida as a remembrance and a tribute to Tom’s life and love of geology. Other
maps have been donated to Pasco Middle School in Dade City Florida, and to Winter Park High School in
Orange County Fl. We have several more map deliveries scheduled for the fall school year, so as soon as the
maps are framed and ready to go, we will be presenting the maps and associated teaching tools to science
educators across Central Florida.
About the Map
The USGS map, titled “A Tapestry of Time and Terrain” (tapestry.usgs.gov) is the printed map product for
the Geologic Investigations Series I‐2720. The map is described as a union of geology and topography, which
produces a vivid representation of relief over a mosaic of regional geologic maps across our country. As
colorful and interesting as the map is, it is only the starting point for the educational resources that
accompany the map, including an interactive website and supporting print materials provided by the USGS.
This is truly an incredible learning tool for geosciences education and is well worth the effort to frame and
distribute the map for our science classrooms and deserving teachers. Students will benefit by learning
about the geology and terrain of the United States, which hopefully will chart the course for some of our
future geologists! We already know the map and associated learning materials have been gratefully received
by the schools we have visited so far, and we see this as an ongoing outreach and education project that the
SEGS will be working on for many years to come.
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Message from the SEGS President
Well, 2009 and 2010 have been a bit tumultuous for the SEGS. We have certainly had a few curves tossed
our way, have been through an emotional time, a time for reorganization, and just trying to keep the society
up and running has… well, taken a lot of effort and time. I commend all of the SEGS presidents before me
now that I know how much work is involved with being the SEGS President. Of course it is, and always has
been a team effort with the other society officers on the Executive Committee and with active individual
members who make the SEGS a worthwhile institution. I thank all of you for what you have contributed so
far, and for the work ahead through 2010 and beyond. It definitely takes commitment and cooperation.
I don’t know if I am the first or only SEGS president who was not actually elected to the office, but at least in
recent times there hasn’t been a situation where the society vice president as had to take the place of the
elected president. With the passing of President Tom Jackson at the end of 2009, and shortly after becoming
Vice President, I received the responsibility of taking over the duties of President, as the SEGS constitution
dictates. I was also required to appoint a new Vice President and I am grateful that Andy Lawn agreed to
accept my offer to join the Executive Committee. Andy has been instrumental in keeping the SEGS moving
forward through the year, and we will be working hard for the remainder of my term to fulfill our obligations
and offer some fresh proposals to reinvigorate the society. So everybody, please be prepared to respond to
our initiatives and let us know what you think we should be doing to continue the long SEGS tradition. As
always, we serve at the pleasure and direction of the society members.
A few more notes of thanks are in order while I still have the floor. First, to our Secretary‐Treasurer Harley
Means for his long and invaluable participation in the SEGS. It has been so helpful to me to have someone
on board with a good historical perspective of the society. Also, well‐deserved thanks go out to our former
membership chair and website facilitator, Bruce Rodgers. Bruce was the first one to bring the SEGS into the
Internet Age with the previous society website and he safeguarded the www.segs.org domain name for
several years at his own expense. We are very happy to have kept our website address and the internet
service provider that Bruce started with back in the early part of the decade, and we will continue to make
improvements to the new website, including the ability to make online payment for membership renewals.
So now, all of us need to get accustomed to using the SEGS website as the primary method for conducting
society business and communicating. It just makes sense, and will improve the organization in the long run.
One more shout out goes to SEGS member Walter Wood who is a FAPG‐AIPG Regional Coordinator for the
Central Fl‐Orlando area. Walter really stepped up and helped us with planning both the annual meeting and
facilitating the field trip stops. Also the most recent FAPG‐AIPG newsletter includes a nice story submitted
by Walter about our annual event. It shows there are mutual benefits to interacting with our companion
organization, and now we need to reciprocate. We all thank you for your efforts Walter.
Now we look to the future and what the SEGS can do to be an outstanding society in the coming decades.
We are exploring many ways to improve the society, some of which are attached to this newsletter in the
proposed constitution revisions, and others that will be worked on through next year, if our ideas are
accepted by the SEGS members. Your Executive Committee has had many discussions about how we could
proceed, what the benefits would be in becoming a more formal entity, and how that would impact future
elected officers. There is a huge potential to grow the SEGS and take advantage of what our affiliated
organizations have to offer. Most of all, we need to restore our membership back to previous levels, and get
the next generation involved in the great things that the SEGS does for the geologic community. Let’s do it!
Dave DeWitt, 2010 SEGS President
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Mark your Calendars and Save the Date

The next SEGS field trip is being proposed for Nov. 20th 2010
and will be an encore of the 2002 Florida Panhandle fieldtrip to

Alum Bluff
and other localities in the

Upper Apalachicola River Basin
more details to follow
We want YOU there in November!

