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SOUTHEASTERN GEOLOGICAL SOCIETY FIELD TRIP ANNOUNCEMENT
 

3-4 November 2017
 

Barite Deposits in the Cartersville Mining District
and the Stone Mountain Pluton

 

Gneissic Xenolith in the Stone Mountain Pluton

 
The Southeastern Geological Society has will head for the Cartersville, Georgia, area on
3-4 November 2017 to visit and collect the barite deposits on one of the New Riverside
Ochre Mines. Barite is a high-density (S.G. = 4.5) sulfate mineral (BaSO4) with an
amazing variety of industrial applications from drilling muds to computer and TV
screens. On Friday evening (3 Nov) we will enjoy dinner in Cartersville (at Johnny
Mitchell’s Smokehouse), followed by a presentation by New Riverside Ochre mining
geologist, Stan Bearden. On Saturday morning we will visit the barite mine in Emerson,
Georgia, followed by a trip up US-75 to the Tellus Museum, new home for famous
Weinman Mineral Gallery, as well as some spectacular fossil displays. Saturday



Weinman Mineral Gallery, as well as some spectacular fossil displays. Saturday
afternoon will take us to the East Quarry of Stone Mountain, Georgia, where we will see
fantastic evidence of the magmatic history of this spectacular pluton (stock) and
geomorphic monadnock (and great photo-op for geologic features and beautiful fall
landscapes of the Appalachian Piedmont).
 
This trip is available to SEGS members, current with 2017 dues ($35.00). Field trip fee is
$45.00, and includes a field guide, box lunch, and entrance to the Tellus Museum. Please
access www.segs.org and go to the membership tab. Use the PayPal function to pay for
SEGS dues and the trip. The trip is also limited to 20 participants, and registration is
due by 31 October 2017. Participants must be at least 18 years of age. A block of rooms
has been reserved at the Fairfield Inn & Suites by Marriott in Cartersville for Friday
evening, 3 November (itinerary below). This will be a great time to be in the Southern
Appalachians. Please try to make the trip!

                      


                                            East Face of Stone Mountain

Itinerary:
6:00 PM, Friday, 3 November 2017
Meet at Johnny Mitchell’s Smokehouse, West End Commons, 650 Henderson Drive,
#403, Cartersville, GA  30120. Phone: 770-334-3431 (open only Thursday-Sunday). After
dinner (and at the restaurant), we will enjoy a presentation by New Riverside Ochre
mining geologist, Stan Bearden, on barite an ochre mining in the Cartersville Mining
District. A block of rooms has been reserved (slightly discounted) for the SEGS for
Friday evening at Fairfield Inn & Suites by Marriott, 20 Canyon Parkway, Cartersville,
GA 30120. Phone: 770-387-0400.
 
8:00 AM, Saturday, 4 November 2017
Meet with Stan Bearden to visit the barite mine in Emerson, Georgia, followed by a trip
up US-75 (~20 minutes) to the Tellus Museum, where we will have lunch and explore
the museum. After the museum we drive to Stone Mountain Park (~1 hour) and explore
the East Quarry (an abandoned quarry where the granite was once cut for ornamental
use). The ski-lift to the top of Stone Mountain and hike down is also a must! Great
photo-opportunities of scenery and geological features.




