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The SEGS is a volunteer, not-for-profit organization. Our existence depends upon the efforts of our members. In 
addition to the very successful field trip to Graves Mountain organized by your President and Vice-President, we 
would like to thank Jon Bryan and John Harper for mobilizing outstanding student participation from Northwest 
Florida State College and the University of Georgia, respectively. Also, we would like to acknowledge Harley 
Means for his  public outreach on National Fossil Day, and to Jon Courtney and Marc Hurst for presenting a 
training session for Boy Scouts seeking Geology Merit Badges.

FALL FIELD TRIP TO GRAVES MOUNTAIN

Our 2012 Graves Mountain Field Trip was held on Saturday, October 20th. Early arrivals, including Jon Bryan and 
his group of students from Northwest Florida State College, gathered Friday evening at Habaneros Mexican Grill 
in Thomson, Georgia, for an informal dinner.  

Professor Jon Bryan and the NWFSC student group at dinner Friday night
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There was a distinct note of fall in the air on Saturday morning. Red and gold colors were just beginning to 
appear in the foliage; and the sky was crystal clear blue. Early morning temperatures in the low 50's slowly 
warmed under the bright sunlight into the high 70's, perfect for exploring the pits and breaking rocks at Graves 
Mountain. 

Fall foliage at Graves Mountain

Following a brief safety meeting, 44 participants climbed the mountain and descended into the pits, hammers 
and chisels in hand, including groups of students from Northwest Florida State College and the University of 
Georgia, and a variety of other earth scientists from Florida and Georgia.

John Harper inspects an outcrop.



The weather was perfect for beating on rocks.

The West Pit: This is what decades of enthusiastic mining and mineral collecting can do to a mountain.
(Yes, about 50 years ago this was a mountain.)



                                                                    Where's Waldo?

For those of you who don't get out of the coastal plain 
very often, this quartzite is a high-grade metamorphic 
rock. Chemically, it's similar to some siliciclastic rocks 
we find in Florida; but, as professor Gilles Allard would 
say, “it's been purified by the gods of metamorphism.”

  
                                                                                                                                             The UGA Geology Club was well represented.

Some more Graves Mountain enthusiasts



Judging by the degree to which the participants vehicles sagged on their springs as they left the mountain, no 
one had any trouble finding souvenirs of their visit to Graves Mountain. Numerous samples of pyrophyllite and 
kyanite-quartzite  were  extracted,  ranging  in  size  from  hand  specimens  to  small  boulders.  Several  nice 
specimens of lazulite, iridescent limonite,  and at least a couple of rutiles were found. After  lunch, Clarence 
Norman, the care-taker of the mine site, arrived to show off his personal rutile collection and sell a few pieces to 
those who brought golden picks (in their wallets).

These rutiles are from the care-taker's personal collection. (Hey, wait a minute; why didn't we find any like that!)

ANNUAL MEETING OF GULF COAST ASSOCIATION OF GEOLOGICAL SOCIETIES

Secretary/Treasurer  Harley  Means  attended  the  Gulf  Coast  Association  of  Geological  Societies  (GCAGS) 
biannual board meeting, held in concert with the GCAGS Annual Meeting in Austin, Texas, October 21 through 
24, 2012. Highlights of his meeting notes follow.

For the first time in recent memory all of the affiliated societies were represented at the board meeting. The 
financial  report  was  presented;  revision  of  the  GCAGS Constitution  and  Bylaws  was  addressed;  standing 
committees gave reports on their activities since the mid-year meeting; the GCAGS Historian gave a report; and 
an  overview  of  the  2012  GCAGS  convention,  hosted  by  the  Austin  Geological  Society,  was  presented. 
Thankfully, generous sponsorship helped to overcome the budget shortfall caused by cancellation of last years 
meeting (due to the potential for violence at the meeting venue in Mexico).

Outgoing GCAGS President, Scott Tinker, succeeded in implementing a new peer-review journal for GCAGS 
during his tenure.  With the help of Tucker Hentz and a number of affiliated society members the glossy, hard 
bound journal will be published annually.

During the lunch break each affiliated society gave an update to the board members on society activities.  Many 
of the GCAGS affiliated societies are much larger in membership than SEGS. The Houston Geological Society, 
for example, has over 4000 members. Their outreach and education programs have been much more successful 
than our's. SEGS highlights were shared with the board members and our activities were right in line with other 
societies. SEGS had the distinction of hosting more field trips than any of the other affiliated societies!

As  the  SEGS representative  to  GCAGS,  Harley  also  sits  on  the  Awards  and  Nominations  Committee  for 
GCAGS.  In this position he helps ensure that candidates for both GCAGS and AAPG awards meet the required 
criteria; and he participates in the selection process. This year, the Owen Hopkins Outstanding Earth Science 
Teacher Award, Distinguished Service Award, and Honorary Membership Award were presented to Sue Ellen 
Lyons, Janice Gregory-Sloan, and Ken Nemeth respectively. The SEGS should consider submitting nominations 
in the future.



PUBLIC OUTREACH

Harley Means volunteered on  National Fossil Day in St. Augustine, Florida, on October 17th.  The event was 
hosted by the National Park Service as part of Earth Science Week. Appropriately, it was held in the Castillo de 
San Marcos,  an old fort  built  of  coquina blocks (cemented fossils!)  quarried from the Anastasia Formation. 
Members of the Florida Museum of Natural History, Florida Geological Foundation, Florida Geological Survey 
and the Southeastern Geological Society provided specimens, lectures and a host of other learning activities for 
school aged kids and members of the public. The event was held to highlight the rich paleontological resources 
that can be found in our National Parks and to highlight paleontology in general.

  

             Harley Means at National Fossil Day                                                           Junior paleontologists at the Castillo de San Marcos

On October 22nd, Boy Scout Troops 528, 538, 541, 545, and 565, of the Gulf Ridge Council of the Lake Region 
District visited Mosaic's South Fort Meade Mine, where they very enthusiastically hunted for fossils, got a ride on 
a dragline, heard lectures about phosphate and Florida geology, and learned to identify some fossils, too. Mosaic 
geologist (and past Eagle Scout) Jon Courtney presided over the event, assisted by Marc Hurst who provided 
crowd control and additional instruction. After lunch, the Scouts demonstrated their new-found knowledge and 
earned Geology Merit Badges.

Boy Scout Geologists pose in a dragline bucket with their merit badge instructors Jon and Marc in the background.



Please look around you and find small ways to acquaint new generations with the love of the Earth and how it 
works that we have found through geology.  Introduce yourself  to science teachers and scout masters. The 
unique global perspective that we attain through our training and interest in earth science is of great value to the 
public at large. Unfortunately, we geologists are small in number; so we have to work extra hard to get our 
message out to a world that is rapidly approaching the limits of its natural resources.

ELECTIONS

It's  time  again  to  elect  new  officers.  If  you  would  like  to  become an  officer  of  SEGS,  please  contact  us 
immediately; it's not too late to get your name on the ballot. 

PARTING COMMENTS

Folks, it's been fun; however, my year as President is almost over. I hope you enjoyed our 2012 Southeastern 
Geological Society field trips to the Florida Caverns, SMR Aggregates, Mosaic's South Fort Meade Mine, and to 
Graves Mountain as much as I did. Please help us to maintain the momentum that our organization has attained 
in recent years. We need your help organizing and coordinating meetings and field trips. If you have an idea or a 
request, or if you would like to get involved with SEGS, in any capacity, please contact us; and be sure to visit 
www.segs.org from time to time to see how the website is coming along.

Sincerely,
--Marc

Future geologists riding a dragline at Mosaic's South Fort Meade Mine

The Southeastern Geological Society (SEGS) is a non-profit group of avocational and professional 
geologists dedicated to advancement of the geological sciences.


