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Greetings SEGS Members!

We're nearly through fall, with the Thanksgiving holiday having just past. I beg your 
forgiveness for the tardiness of this newsletter, but it's been a busy few months 
here at the District. I recently stepped into a management track position, which has 
kept me far busier than I could have expected.

We also recently saw the closing of the application window for this year's SEGS 
Student Grant Awards on November 15, 2022. The deadline was extended from 
October, in light of Hurricane Ian and the devistation it brought to certain parts of 
Florida. This year, I redesigned the online application form and contacted multiple 
universities and geology departments in Florida, Georgia, and Alabama. As a result, 
we received the largest number of graduate and undergraduate student applica-
tions we've seen in some time, which is an exciting change for the Student Grant 
Program. I believe the competition will be fierce this year. 

At the end of October, SEGS hosted the Sand Hill Ecohydrology field trip with Dr. ReNae Nowicki and Jason LaRoche. It was an amazing 
trip with a great group of participants that provided a unique opportunity to visit some amazing wetlands, sinkholes, and other natural 
systems in Florida. We visited sites in Weeki Wachee, as well as the Chassahowitzka Wildlife Management Area. I personally can't wait 
for the next trip we get to plan with ReNae and Jason and thank them for all the invaluable information they put together! Check out 
photos inside this issue.

As always, we humbly request that you not consider SEGS a "consumable" product, but as a volunteer-based organization that thrives on
the involvement of our member base. Nothing happens unless our membership collectively steps up and participates. Fields trips help to
advance the geological knowledge of our members, encourage research, provide field experiences for students, and create networking
opportunities with others in our professional arena. Above all, these trips create an atmosphere of enjoyable social engagement for
members, family, and friends who are able to attend.

We invite our members to consider leading field trips or to contribute content to our newsletter. Without you, there would be no SEGS!
If you're interested, please contact any member of our leadership team and we'll be happy to talk with you some more. Please feel free
to reach out and - as always - remember to pay your annual dues! Field trips are restricted to paying members. Thank you for being a
part of SEGS and we look forward to seeing you at our next event!

MESSAGE FROM 
The President
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Sammy Smith
Sammy Smith  |  SEGS President, 2022



UPDATE ON
Field Trips
SAND HILL ECOHYDROLOGY - FLORIDA

We visited the Sand Hill Scout Preserve in Weeki Wachee (including one of the famous Diepolder sinkholes), as well as some other 
amazing natural systems, wetlands and sinks in the Chassahowitzka Wildlife Management Area (CMWA). It was an amazing trip with a 
fantastic group of folks, that included lunch at the famour Bayport Inn, loads of beautiful wildflowers, CEUs for visting PGs, and a slew 
of crazy, cool Florida geology and ecohydrology!
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Sand Hill Scout Preserve (wetland) Sand Hill Scout Preserve (lecture) Sand Hill Scout Preserve (sink)

Diepolder II (cave dive site) Sand Hill Scout Preserve (hike to site) Tree overhanging Diepolder site



UPDATE ON
Field Trips
SAND HILL ECOHYDROLOGY - FLORIDA  [CONTINUED]

The weather was a bit overcast in the morning, but provided for some pleasantly cool temperatures to start the day at the Sand Hill 
Scout Preserve. ReNae and Jason provided a detailed overview of some of the unique geology of the region, specifically some of the 
intricate and massive karst cave systems we had right beneath our feet. At CMWA, the second half of the day, there were bright, beau-
tiful wildflowers abound and we wrapped up the day with a visit to Eagle's Nest (one of the world's most dangerous cave-diving sites).
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American Beautyberry (Callicarpa) Sand Hill Scout Preserve - Chapel Pond Blazing Star (Liatris)

Black-eyed Susan (Rudbeckia hirta) Historic Bayport Park Eagle’s Nest in CWMA



MARCH 2023
Sinkhole Conference

17TH ANNUAL MULTIDISCIPLINARY CONFERENCE ON SINKHOLES

The National Cave & Karst Research Institute, in conjuction with the Uni-
versity of South Florida and PELA GeoEnvironmental have organized the 
17th annual iteration of the Multidisciplinary Conference on Sinkholes and 
the Engineering and Environmental Impacts of Karst. The conference in 
scheduled for March 27th through the 31st at the USF campus in Tampa, 
Florida.

There will be a series of shourt courses offered, as well as a full day 
field trip to examine and discuss Florida's karst features, technical  
paper sessions kicked off by a thought-provoking keynote speaker, 
a conference banquet, a half-day field trip to Morris Bridge and Peck 
Sinks, and amazing learning and networking opportunities. 

For more information or to register, please visit the conference website 
at www.sinkholeconference.com. 

w w w . s e g s . o r g



SEGS 2022
Student Grants

2022 SEGS STUDENT GRANT APPLICATION WINDOW CLOSED

As I mentioned in the opening letter, the 2022 Student Grant Awards  
application deadline was extended to November 15, 2022 this year, in 
large part because of the impacts of Hurricane Ian in Florida. 

Some time was also set aside to redevelop a new online application 
form, as well as to advertise the program to a variety of geology  
departments at universities throughout Florida, Georgia, and Alabama. 

As a result of these efforts, along with the extended deadline, we had 
an influx of applications substantially exceeding what we've seen in 
previous years. This is a really exciting thing to see and our committee 
looks forward to reviewing the many applications we received from a 
number of graduate and undergraduate geology students throughout 
our organization's coverage area!

The committee will spend the month of December giving careful consideration to all of the candidates who took 
the time to provide submissions and faculty letters of recommendation. Each application includes a synopsis of the  
student's research efforts and we genuinely appreciate the time that spent applying to the program. Final decisions 
will be made by the committee no later than January 15th, 2022, at which time winners will be announced and noti-
fied of their awards. 
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www.segs.org/student-grants/


