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Greetings SEGS Members!

I hope everyone has had a refreshing and renewing spring. 
We have new executive committee members this year at the 
SEGS including Emeli Sandoval (Secretary/Treasurer) and me 
(President). We are so grateful to our past President Sammy 
Smith, past VP Jill Qi and past Secretary/Treasurer Elizabeth 
Pesar for everything they have done for the society over the 
last few years and for their continued help during this transi-
tion of roles. The SEGS is always looking for willing volunteers 
to serve on a variety of committees. These committees help 
the SEGS to engage with, and contribute to, the earth science 

community and are fundamental to the mission of the SEGS: “To advance geosciences knowledge of 
our members and communities by encouraging professional and social relationships and providing 
field trips and meetings with interactive technical presentation.”  

     Mild temperatures for now! It’s a great time of the year to get back outside and into the field to 
do some Geology! The SEGS has two field trips planned for 2024 so far. The first field trip (May 3-5) 
is already accepting registrations and will be a karst-focused trip, including short and easy hikes  
(<0.5 miles) and short paddle trip on the Wacissa River to a beautiful spring. The second field trip will 
be in Central Florida, at a sand pit, where we will be on the hunt for Fulgurites! This trip always tends 
to gather plenty of folks from all around so I will inform you all as soon as we have dates figured out 
for that trip. We hope to plan at least one more “mystery trip” for later in the year. Stay Tuned!

MESSAGE FROM 
The President
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Casey Albritton
Casey Albritton  |  SEGS President



UPDATE ON
Field Trips

UPCOMING FIELD TRIPS FOR 2024

MAY 3-5, 2024 SINKS TO SPRINGS
The SEGS is offering a “Sinks to Springs” field trip that will give partici-
pants the opportunity to see variety of spectacular karst features in the 
Leon/Wakulla/Jefferson county region. The trip will consist of a Friday 
evening gathering for dinner. Saturday morning meet up at 10 a.m. at 
5421 W W Kelley Road, Tallahassee, FL 32311. The property is adjacent 
to a paleo-sinkhole and the Cody Escarpment, which will be the perfect 
launch point and home-base for our foray into the Woodville Karst Plain 
where we will encounter an abundance and variety of karst features. We 
will start with a quick morning discussion and then make our way to the 
Aucilla Sinks trail, part of the Florida Trail system of trails, for a hike along 
a chain of “karst windows”. We will return to the W W Kelley Rd. property 
for lunch or eat at the Aucilla Sinks trailhead. After lunch, we will head 

south from the property and down into the woodville karst plain, stopping at multiple karst features, all the while  
surrounded by the  and ending with a relaxing drink and dinner at Outz’s Too, adjacent to the St. Marks National Wild-
life Refuge. Along the way there will be and visual aids to discuss the formation and evolution of karst landforms. On  
Sunday there will be an optional canoe/kayak trip on the Wacissa river to see some beautiful springs, abundant wildlife 
and enjoy the natural wonder that the unique Florida geology offers us.
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UPDATE ON
Field Trips

May 18, 2024 - Fulgurite Trip

We are happy to announce that we will once again be 
hosting a field trip to the sand pits of Lake Wales Ridge 
courtesy of long-time SEGS member Marc Hurst and 
colleagues at C.C. Calhoun, Inc. This is an opportunity 
to learn about Plio-Pleistocene Cypresshead Formation 
sands
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SEGS 2024
Student Grants 

2023 STUDENT GRANT AWARD WINNERS

Graduate Award Winner - Sunhye Kim, Ph.D. Student

Sunhye Kim is currently a Ph.D. student at the University of South 
Florida in Tampa, under the advisement of Dr. Patricia Spellman 
and Dr. Mark Rains. Her research is focused on analyzing the 
impacts of agricultural operations and other anthropogenic  
factors on karst aquifer water quality in nothern Florida.

According to Dr. Spellman “The project Sun requested funding 
for will not only have immediate impacts on her current PhD 
research, but also indirectly position her to become an expert in 
Florida (and karst) water resources on tracer techniques used 
to understand these complex systems. Her complete PhD work 
uses multidisciplinary methods to improve water management 

in karst aquifers, and this funding would help facilitate her growth as a multi-faceted researcher.”

Undergraduate Award Winner - Ruby Parcells, B.S. Geology Student
 
Ruby Parcells is an undergraduate student at the University of Georgia pursuing her B.S. in geology. 
Her research is geared toward looking at Chimborazo Volcano (in Ecuador) as a potential direct cause 
of the Late Antique Little Ice Age (LALIA) (or other climate changes on a regional to global scale) in the 
Late Roman and Early Islamic Mediterranean, between 536 and 660 AD.

According to her advisor, Mattia Pistone, she and Ruby particiapted in 1-week field mission at Chim-
borazo volcano in collaboration with the scientists of Escuela Superior Politécnica de Chimborazo 
(ESPOCH) in Riobamba (Ecuador). During fieldwork Ruby sampled paleosols and fall-out lapilli to 
ash rocks to capture the most recent volcanic eruptive events at Chimborazo, which remains poorly  
studied despite the half million people live under its shadow. Ruby has recently identified a new  
paleosol horizon with an age that coincides with the age of an unidentified volcanic event recorded 
in both ice cores in West Antarctica and Greenland. Given the position of Chimborazo, a largescale  
eruption may be able to influence the climate on a regional to global scale in both hemispheres.
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2024 GEO
Conferences

SOME UPCOMING GEOLOGY CONFERENCES IN 2024

GSA CONNECTS 2024
The Geological Society of America is hosting its annual con-
ference in Anaheim, CA, September 22 – 25, 2024. Registra-
tion opens in May. An in-person and accessible meeting will be 
available. 

https://community.geosociety.org/gsa2024/home 

AIPG 2024 NATIONAL CONFERENCE
American Institute of Professional Geologists is hosting its an-
nual conference in Durango, CO from August 10 – 13, 2024. 
The theme of the conference is “Resources of the West”, which 
is appropriate given that southwest Colorado includes oil and 
gas fields of the San Juan Basin, abundant base and precious 
metals mines, uranium deposits, coal deposits, and water re-
sources.

https://aipg.org/page/2024NationalConference 

FLORIDA BROWNFIELDS ASSOCIATION 
Florida Brownfields Conference is hosting its annual confer-
ence on June 26 – 28, 2024 in Gainesville, FL. The FBA is a 
not-for-profit, volunteer, service organization dedicated to ad-
vancing Brownfields cleanup and redevelopment and commit-
ted to advancing environmental justice in Florida. Working in 
cooperation with a wide range of governmental and non-gov-
ernmental organizations and citizen groups, we are a group 
of environmental stakeholders and professionals who provide 
Brownfields information, assistance, and redevelopment strat-
egies to communities and the public.

https://www.floridabrownfields.com/2024-fba-annual-brown-
fields-conference 
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2024 GEO
Conferences

SOME UPCOMING GEOLOGY CONFERENCES IN 2024

National Coastal Conference 2024
American Shore & Beach Preservation Association is hosting 
its annual conference in August 26 – 29, 2024 in Galveston, TX. 
ASBPA is dedicated to preserving, protecting, and enhancing 
our coasts by merging science and public policy.
 
https://asbpa.org/conferences-summit2024/ 
 
SEG 2024
The Society of Economic Geologists is an international organi-
zation of individual members with interests in the field of eco-
nomic geology. The Society’s membership includes represen-
tatives from industry, academia, and government institutions. 
Annual conferences, field trips, short courses, and publications 
ensure an active communication of economic geology-related 
concepts within the membership and with the economic geolo-
gy profession at large. An individual may apply for membership 
as a Fellow, Member, or Student Member.
 
https://www.segweb.org/ 

The Sustainable Mineral Exploration and Development 
SMED is hosting a conference in Windhoek, Namibia from  
September 27-30, 2024. SEG 2024 will feature invited and sub-
mitted presentations and posters that will provide updates on 
the latest developments in the field of economic geology and 
highlight the regional geology. Field trips and workshops are 
also being planned.
 
https://www.segweb.org/SEG-2024/SEG-Conference/SEG-
2024/Home.aspx 
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ROCK HOUND
Resources

FLORIDA MUSEUMS AND INTERESTING SITES

FLORIDA MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY
University of Florida - Gainesville, Florida
1The Florida Museum of Natural History (FLMNH) is Florida’s 
official state-sponsored and chartered natural history museum. 
Its main facilities are located at 3215 Hull Road on the campus 
of the University of Florida in Gainesville. The Florida Museum 
of Natural History has an extensive fossil collection. 

https://www.floridamuseum.ufl.edu/

DEVIL’S MILLHOPPER GEOLOGICAL STATE PARK 
Gainesville, Florida 
In the midst of North Florida’s sandy terrain and pine forests, 
a bowl-shaped cavity 120 feet deep leads down to a minia-
ture rain forest. Small streams trickle down the steep slopes 
of the limestone sinkhole, disappearing through crevices in the 
ground. Lush vegetation thrives in the shade of the walls even 
in dry summers.

https://www.floridastateparks.org/parks-and-trails/devils-mill-
hopper-geological-state-park
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ROCK HOUND
Resources

FLORIDA MUSEUMS AND INTERESTING SITES [ continued ]

THE GILLESPIE MUSEUM  
Stetson University - DeLand, Florida
The Gillespie Museum features one of the premier historic min-
eral collections in the southeast, and seasonally changing ex-
hibits on an array of earth science and natural history topics. 
With native ecology interpretive and research areas and other 
multi-use eco-areas across its grounds, and a dedication to in-
spired environmental programming, the Gillespie has become 
a center for science education on campus, in the local commu-
nity, and beyond.

https://www.stetson.edu/other/gillespie-museum/ 

THE PALM BEACH MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY
The Wellington Green Mall, - Wellington, Florida 
The Museum was formed by a group of paleontologists, ar-
chaeologists, science educators, and museum professionals 
dedicated to the establishment of a premier regional center for 
the study and public presentation of the natural history and ar-
chaeology of Florida and the Caribbean. The Board of Trustees 
is the direct governing body of the Museum. The daily opera-
tion of the Museum is the responsibility of the executive Com-
mittee and Museum Director as specified within the Bylaws. A 
Founders Board provides those individuals with a voice in the 
Museum’s future and limited over-site powers.

https://www.pbmnh.org/
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ROCK HOUND
Resources

GEORGIA MUSEUMS AND INTERESTING SITES

MULBERRY PHOSPHATE MUSEUM 
Mulberry, Florida 
The City of Mulberry is in the heart of the phosphate area of 
Florida. This area became known as the Bone Valley because 
of the bones and fossilized remains of prehistoric animals that 
are common to phosphate deposits. The Mulberry Phosphate 
Museum houses an outstanding collection of fossilized re-
mains and educational exhibits about the phosphate industry. 

https://www.mulberryphosphatemuseum.com/ 

WINDLEY KEY FOSSIL REEF GEOLOGICAL STATE PARK
Windley Key near Islamorada, Florida
Formed of Key Largo limestone, fossilized coral, this land was 
sold to the Florida East Coast Railroad, which used the stone to 
build Henry Flagler’s Overseas Railroad in the early 1900s. After 
it was built, the quarry was used until the 1960s to produce ex-
quisite pieces of decorative stone called Keystone. Today, you 
can walk along eight-foot-high quarry walls to see cross sec-
tions of the ancient coral and learn about the quarry’s part of 
Florida’s 20th century history. Samples of the quarry machinery 
have been preserved at the park.

https://www.floridastateparks.org/WindleyKey	
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ROCK HOUND
Resources

FLORIDA MUSEUMS AND INTERESTING SITES [ continued ]

FLORIDA CAVERNS STATE PARK 
Marianna, Florida 
Florida Caverns State Park provides the opportunity to explore 
some of Florida’s amazing geological features. 
The park is located along the Chipola River in Jackson Coun-
ty where limestone formations that are more than 30 million 
years old are exposed. It is the only state park in Florida where 
visitors can take a guided tour through a large cave system and 
see spectacular examples of cave formations including stalac-
tites, stalagmites, columns and flowstone. 
These formations, called speleothems, formed over many 
thousands of years by the same process that created the cave 
passages for which Florida Caverns State Park is famous.

https://www.floridastateparks.org/parks-and-trails/florida-cav-
erns-state-park 

BLOWING ROCKS PRESERVE
Jupiter Island, Florida 
Rocks from the Anastaisa Formation formed about 2.5 million 
years ago, during the Pleistocene Epoch when Florida’s sea 
levels were much higher. When coral reefs break down over 
millions of years, it builds up and you get carbonate rock (lime-
stone). The rock is made of quartz sand and coquia.

https://www.visitflorida.com/travel-ideas/articles/blow-
ing-rocks-preserve/ 
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ROCK HOUND
Resources

FLORIDA MUSEUMS AND INTERESTING SITES [ continued ]

SPANISH COQUINA QUARRIES AT ANASTASIA
Anastasia State Park, Florida

Within Anastasia State Park lies the Spanish Coquina Quarries, 
the primary source of coquina, a variation of limestone consist-
ing of sand and mollusk shells. This material was used to build 
the famous Castillo de San Marcos and other buildings in the 
Spanish colonial town of St. Augustine.

https://www.floridastateparks.org/Anastasia/spanish-coqui-
na-quarries-anastasia 

MUSEUM OF EARTH SCIENCE
Santa Fe College – Gainesville, Florida
Santa Fe College’s Museum of Earth Science is home to over 
1,700 mineral, fossil and rock samples around the world. The 
museum also has martian and lunar meteorites and other 
“rocks from space.” 

https://www.sfcollege.edu/naturalsciences/science-re-
source-areas/museum/
 

TELLUS SCIENCE MUSEUM
Cartersville, Georgia
The Museum features a Fossil Gallery and the Weinman Miner-
al Gallery. This may be the finest mineral museum in the south-
eastern U.S.

https://tellusmuseum.org/ 
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ROCK HOUND
Resources

GEORGIA MUSEUMS AND INTERESTING SITES

GEORGIA SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY MUSEUM 
Georgia Southern University - Statesboro, Georgia 
The museum exhibits local rocks, minerals, and fossils. In addi-
tion to a variety of Pliocene fossils from southeastern Georgia, 
the museum’s ‘Hall of Natural History’ exhibits the 78 million 
year old Mosasaur and 40 million year old Vogtle whale.

https://academics.georgiasouthern.edu/museum/ 

PROVIDENCE CANYON STATE PARK
Stewart County, Georgia 
Georgia’s “Little Grand Canyon” is a testament to the power of 
man’s influence on the land. Massive gullies as deep as 150 
feet were caused simply by poor farming practices during the 
1800s, yet today they make some of the prettiest photographs 
within the state. The rare Plumleaf Azalea grows only in this 
region and blooms during July and August when most azaleas 
have lost their color. The canyon soil’s pink, orange, red and 
purple hues make a beautiful natural painting at this quiet park.

https://gastateparks.org/ProvidenceCanyon
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ROCK HOUND
Resources

GEORGIA MUSEUMS AND INTERESTING SITES [ continued ]

DRIFTWOOD BEACH
Jekyll Island, Georgia 
Located on the north end of Jekyll Island, Driftwood Beach will 
amaze you with the beautiful driftwood and trees that resem-
ble a scene from another world. These gnarled and weathered 
trees are left behind from years of erosion. Driftwood Beach of-
fers a wonderful location for photographs and is a very popular 
site for weddings.

https://www.goldenisles.com/listing/driftwood-beach/148/

ELLISON’S CAVE
Walker County, Georgia 
Fantastic Pit, the deepest cave drop in the continental United 
States. Plunging vertically for 586 feet (179 meters), it’s almost 
as tall as Seattle’s Space Needle and about twice the height of 
the Statue of Liberty. Ellison’s Cave is the 12th-deepest cave in 
the United States, stretching for about 12 miles in length with 
a total vertical descent of 1,063 feet. That alone would be a 
viable claim to fame, but it’s the cave system’s unobstructed 
underground caves that make it truly special. These include the 
perfectly named Fantastic Pit the tallest and most spectacular 
of them all.

https://walkercountyga.gov/discover/recreation/caving/ 
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ROCK HOUND
Resources

GEORGIA MUSEUMS AND INTERESTING SITES [ continued ]

ROCK CITY GARDENS
Lookout Mountain, Georgia 
Located atop Lookout Mountain, just 6 miles from downtown 
Chattanooga, Rock City is a true marvel of nature featuring 
massive ancient rock formations, gardens with over 400 native 
plant species, and breathtaking “See Seven States” panoramic  
views.

https://www.seerockcity.com/ 

PLANT RIVERSIDE 
Savannah, Georgia
A once-groundbreaking power plant turned into a hotel and 
mini-museum of archeological and geological wonders. THE 
RIVERSIDE STATION, SAVANNAH’S first modern power plant, 
was built in 1912 to cater to the city’s 20th-century hunger for 
electricity. At the time of its completion, the plant was hailed 
as a modern marvel, one of the most impressive engineering 
undertakings in the American South that pushed Savannah 
into the electric age with grace and confidence. For the next 
95 years, you’d be hard-pressed to find more magnificent and 
iconic power stations south of the Mason-Dixon Line.

https://www.atlasobscura.com/places/plant-riverside-hotel 
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HAVE ANY COOL ROCK HOUND RESOURCES TO SHARE?

Whether it’s a well-known geologic hot spot or some place 
only a handful of people know about - feel free to share the 
details with us and we can feature them in this section of 
the newsletter!

Send me an email at:
Emeli.Sandoval@swfwmd.state.fl.us 


